
On the life of Mark Aston 

Our student facilitated interview turned into a one of kind experience when 

Mark Aston became our interviewee. 
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This interview was a part of a project, student facilitated interview, for our ESL class. Our 

interviewee was Mark Aston, an English teacher, whom I had known beforehand from some 

classes that he substituted and by sight. 

I together with Matyáš Vít, my partner for the project, struggled to get hold of Mr. Aston for 

five days, but we had a stroke of luck on Friday 11th when we bumped into Mr. Aston in the 

classroom.  

… 
 

Mark Aston - An IB English teacher 

and the Head of English department at 

the school of Nový PORG and the 

father of two children.  

Taken form the Nový PORG website 

Emir Khoury 



I started off by questioning Mr. Aston on his childhood, more specifically where he had 

grown up and what influence did the place have on him. “I was born in the UK, but 

when I was young, we moved several times,” said Mr. Aston and continued by saying: 

“It might be one of the reasons why I chose to travel later in my life.” 

He also mentioned that moving from north to the south of England carried some big surprises 

for him in terms of language. “It was a big shock for me because everybody speaks 

differently, economically and everything is different.”  
To which I went forward by asking how his accent had developed throughout his life. Mr. 

Aston responded that his accent had changed dramatically, because he teaches English and 

when you taught English for many years you would naturally polish your accent. “It sounds 

super clear, so the way I speak is probably much clearer than how I spoke when 

I was a kid.” 

 

After that I asked Mr. Aston if he had any childhood dreams. “I did but they were quite 

silly, really. They came from nowhere.” He mentioned that his first ambition had been 

to become an architect, because he had drawn pictures of houses as a kid, but he never had 

done anything to pursue this ambition. 

Another ambition of his was: “Then I wanted to be a journalist, to write in the 

newspaper, and when I went to university I actually worked for a newspaper, 

and I hated it,” said Mr. Aston with laughter at the end. 

After he regained his composure, he surprisingly continued seriously: “So sometimes 
when you have a dream, unless you actually try it, you don´t find out whether 

it´s a genuine ambition.” This was a life advice that I didn´t expect but found it accurate. 

 

Mr. Aston developed his answer to a previous question by talking about his beginning as a 

teacher: “I think I became a teacher because I´ve been working in a bookshop in 
London and a friend of mine did this short course to go abroad and to teach 

English.” He said. “And I thought it would be fun to go abroad. So, I did, and I 

enjoyed teaching and just carried on.” This answer made me curious to know what he 

loved about teaching so much. “Human interaction,” was the answer to my question, 

“Constant human interaction, because before I was a teacher, I used to be a 

product manager and I was making all sorts of electronics and before that I used 

to work for a mobile phone company and both of these are office jobs, which 

means that you spend a lot of time sat at a computer alone.” Stated Mr. Aston and 

put emphasis on the word “alone” then carried on with saying that what he loves the most 

about teaching is interacting with people like me, which, as he gets older makes him feel 

younger. 

 

“What were your hobbies when you were younger and what are they today,” was the question 

I laid in front of Mr. Aston when he finished talking about his parents. “As a kid I loved 

playing with Lego, I was absolutely obsessed with it.” He continued with a subtle 

sign of remorse when talking about having loved drawing and art and the fact that he doesn´t 
do it much, despite having been quite good at it. He even mentioned that he had studied art till 

before he went to university. “So, my hobbies have changed, I now play the guitar, 

sort of learning to play and sing at the same time which is extraordinarily 



difficult to learn that when you are like forty-eight years old,” humorously added 

Mr. Aston. 

 

About five minutes into the interview, I asked Mr. Aston why he decided to come to the 

Czech Republic since it isn´t that well known and is a country of a rather low importance. Mr. 

Aston immediately contradicted me: “Lots of people do know about it and Prague is a 

really famously beautiful city.” I was quite flabbergasted by this statement because of 

what I stated previously. 

Mr. Aston than went on to compare Prague to other Europe´s major cities such as London or 
Paris, he said that Prague may not be there economically, but it definitely isn´t far behind and 
moreover, it is romantic holiday destination. “My mother-in-law loves telling her 

friends that her son and daughter live in Prague,” he added with making a silly 

impression of his mother-in-law saying so.  

Mr. Aston than followed by talking about why he moved to Prague: “The reason I came to 

Prague was, because I was teaching in England, I´ve already worked abroad and 

I wanted to go abroad again, and I searched on the internet and one of the first 

places that came up was Nový PORG, this was 2009 and that´s why I came.” 

 
As the interview went on Mr. Aston kept mentioning many countries in which he had lived 

and so I gradually became more baffled and intrigued, because I would have never imagined 

that he lived in so many places, so about half-way through the interview I asked him just 

about that. “Obviously I´ve lived in England, I lived in Lithuania and Estonia, two 

Baltic states, I´ve lived in Peru for 6 years, I spent two years in China. I was in 

China when Covid started, I was about 500 km from Wo-Han, so that was an 

interesting time in 2020. 
One other fascinating experience from Mr. Aston´s stay in China, that came up later in the 

interview in response to another question was buying shoes there. Mr. Aston mentioned that 

since his foot size is EU-46, he had been unable to find shoes his size in China and had to 

purchase them of the internet. 

Lastly, he said that this is his third time living in Prague. 

 

After I had asked all the burning questions, I fired a couple of quick-response questions at 

Mr. Aston. One of such was about his favorite dessert. “There is so many, I don´t think 
the interview is long enough to tell you. I love tiramisu. I love makový koláč, I 

really like it, punčový řez. I´m an expert in cakes. Mr. Aston said that with an 

undeniable passion in his voice. “I love all desserts. The only dessert which I don´t 
like is an English dessert called Bread and butter pudding, it´s disgusting and 
every time I´ve eaten it I´ve been violently ill,” he replied with a severe sense of 

repulse. 

Continuing the quick-response questions I was interested to know what was Mr. Aston´s 
preferred way of spending his holiday. He answered that he likes to spend his holiday outside, 

he likes to walk in nature, forest. He also told me that he likes cycling, running and to be out 

and about. 

 

The last question of the interview was aimed at Mr. Aston’s greatest accomplishments. “I 

have two children, its hard to communicate what it´s like to see those people 



come to the world. So, I´m really proud of my children as they grow.” Though as 

he himself pointed out, it´s not necessarily an accomplishment, although it is one of the most 

important things in his life.  

Then he went on to mention some other accomplishments such as his master’s degree in 
education, which as he said was difficult to achieve, or his marathon run in 2015. Lastly, he 

said: “I am really proud of the fact that I have experienced lots of different things 

and lived in lots of different places, I think it has made me a better person than I 

would have been otherwise.” 

 
It was most likely the first interview I have done in my life, definitely the most impressive 

one. I was thrilled to have Mr. Aston as an interviewee and to listen to his experiences, which 

went well beyond my expectations. Overall, I found the interview delightful, and I believe 

Mr. Aston did so as well, as he kept giving keen and engaging answers throughout, which 

only showed how brilliant and supportive of a teacher he is and gave an example to all 

teachers. 


